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 STI and ASTA take a great deal of pride in things we’ve been able to do for 
member vessels that are valuable to them on an individual basis — but that can only 
be done through collective action.  One striking example is a truly international effort 
that STI has just completed through the IMO — the International Maritime 
Organization.  It gives sail training vessels a very important, new option under the 
International Safety of Life At Sea Convention, that is, to be certificated not as a 
passenger vessel or a cargo vessel, but instead as a special purpose vessel.  This will 
take away much of the regulatory worry for sail training vessels when they voyage out 
of their domestic waters.  It is a very big deal to get anything done at all done at the 
IMO — much less by an economically tiny corner of the marine industry.  But it was 
done through the collective action of sail trainers that is emblematic of the fact that 
we are all sitting together today in this room. 

Another example is a new initiative of ASTA that will provide vessels with a 
centralized booking program for filling trainee berths.  It will be available for use by 
all member vessels that find it advantageous — whether they take part in our races or 
not.  You’ll find an information sheet about this in your blue folders.  We feel that 
this service will be all the more valuable because it’s coupled with our new public 
relations initiative that will drive traffic to ASTA’s website — where the public will 
find the opportunity to sign up to go to sea aboard our member vessels. 

We are all under pressure on an individual basis from the events in the world 
economy, of course.   But we’re at work on collective ways to ease that pain for the 
industry, including promotion of the phenomenon of sail training within circles where 
what we do is not already well known.   The world has lost a lot of patience with the 
high-handed, self-important shenanigans that have triggered the economic crisis.  We 
need to see if we can exploit that impatience, by emphasizing that what we offer is an 
experience of the polar opposite — our vessels are a natural poster child for green 
energy, and sail training programs offer the kind of back-to-basics experience that 
many people should see as especially attractive in this environment.   

We think you will all find something of value for you in the scheduled 
presentations over these next two days.  But some of the greatest value of getting 
together like this comes from the open times before and after the formal 
presentations.   



It will be quite a few years before we will have another opportunity to bring 
together this many sail trainers from different continents, so we need to take 
advantage of this one.  Make sure while you’re here that you have a meal or a drink 
with someone from a different continent.  And think together about the most 
important things that can be done to benefit the sail training movement, and done on 
a collective basis.  That, really, is why we are all here together, and some very 
important new ideas are bound to emerge from this gathering.  That is part of the 
magic of sail training and we want to hear about those ideas.   
 Finally, those of us who have grown up speaking English need to recognize the 
effort involved on the part of those who are participating having grown up speaking 
another language.  It is their investment of labor that allows us to have a truly 
international gathering like this, and those of us who have the easy path, linguistically, 
owe a salute to the people whose extra effort permit us to conduct this gathering all in 
a single language.   
 
 
 


