
Showcasing your maritime heritage at port events:

Knotting to tie your shoreside activities to your 
maritime heritage



Who We Are: (www.igkt.net)
International Guild of Knot Tyers
 British charity, 

registered in UK since 
1982

 Over 1100 members 
worldwide, 450 in USA

 Volunteer members
 Teachers, surgeons, 

climbers, sailors, 
engineers, topologists, 
home maintenance

 We educate



Education Gives Back
 We focus on educating 

the public, especially 
children, about knotting 
and ropework

 Knots have been 
around for many 
thousands of years and 
will be here long into the 
future

 Knots are a common 
language



Knots as 
Heritage
Knots and lines are a 
perfect way to haul in 
the public and children 
to the heritage of our 
ships.

Knots engage hands 
and minds – as such, 
they deserve a place 
of honor in the history 
books for they formed 
the basis of world 
trade today.



Knots Today
Knots exist in many jobs 
and occupations from 
butchers to bakers, millers 
and miners, sailors and 
salesmen, weavers to 
wearers of jewelry.
Ships would likely have 
been later in development 
and more cumbersome if it 
were not for knots.
Trading across oceans was 
essential to opening up world 
markets.
Knotting is a natural draw 
for kids who see the three-
dimensional possibilities.
Knots are also a draw for 
adults who see a childhood or 
past life that can be re-lived 
through their own children.



Port Events
 Opportunities abound to 

showcase knotting on 
shore (static displays, 
literature, live-action 
demonstrations, display 
with partners)

 Knotting encourages 
hands-on activity – like 
our knotting table



Port Events
 Making line with twine is 

a big favorite for many 
kids who are fascinated 
about how the line 
forms itself

 Familiar objects, such 
as critters/people, made 
with line will attract kids 
and adults



Port Events
Opportunities also abound to 
encourage knot-handling and 
asking questions about knots

Kids love to have a ‘take-away’ so 
we ask them to make a piece of 
rope or a bracelet

We encourage thinking about 
where rope comes from and the 
things that can be done with and 
made with rope

We also encourage people to 
think of lines as being a great tool 
for surviving and making life more 
liveable



What is Next?
 Pirates pull in the public, even in small doses, and 

they represent an introduction to our ships which 
allows us to entertain other elements & questions 
from our visitors such as:

 Knotting strength has never been studied in depth –
lots of room for young minds to grow!

 New materials require different techniques (even our 
captains must learn and be familiar with them)

 Our crews must be given the tools to share knotting 
with a generation younger than they



Crew Activities
 Make rope/line aboard
 Make monkey fists
 Make bracelets
 Make pot‐holders
 Make leashes for pets
 Cover a pencil
 Cover a bag handle
 Make a cell‐phone cover



Questions?


