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Good afternoon,

First of all, thanks for your support during the terrorist attacks in Paris.

The whole country went through hard times, and it definitely brought some
comfort to see that our American friends immediately reacted in the name of
freedom.

Let’s now move on to today’s meeting.

We are very happy to be here and grateful for this unique opportunity to
address so many representatives from the US tall ship world.
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WHY ARE WE HERE?

To invite you to take part to our next Festival in 2016

Because BREST is located at the most western tip of France and has been, for 
years now, hosting many departures and arrivals as part of open sea races.
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BREST is a major maritime city in France. It includes 4 ports: military,
commerce, ship repair, fishing and 2 large marinas. Brest is also one of the
main maritime research centers in Europe with more than 600 scientists.

The city has set up a permanent body called BREST ÉVÉNEMENTS
NAUTIQUES to manage these races, but also the tall ships and historical,
traditional ships festival which takes place every four year in BREST.

As part of this festival, the city of BREST, which is a navy port with a nuclear
submarine basis and a military yard, has been welcoming between 1,000 and
1,500 historical ships and roughly 50 tall sailing ships.

Some of them are owned by foreign navies such as the Cuauhtémoc (Mexico),
CISNE BRANCO (Brazil), GEORG STAGE (Denmark), MIRCEA (Romania),

others by Academies such as The SEDOV and the KRUZENSHTERN (Russia)…
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…the DAR MLODZIEZY (Poland),

Others privately-owned such as the STATSRAAD LEHMKUHL, CHRISTIAN RADICH,
SORLANDET (Norway), or the STAD AMSTERSDAM and the EUROPA (The
Netherlands), and of course the BELEM ( France)…..

…and several ships from the French NAVY.
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The BELLE POULE and the ETOILE, which have sailed with TALL SHIPS 
AMERICA before, are part of the French Navy’s historical fleet.

US ships such as the HMS ROSE, the PRIDE OF BALTIMORE and the AMERICA 
have also participated in the BREST festival.

The USA are a guest-of-honor country of the BREST 2016 festival.
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BREST is, of course, one of the main sponsors of the Hermione Lafayette, a 
replica of Lafayette’s ship in the 18th Century. 

You know that the HERMIONE will start her American campaign from Rochefort
on 18 April 2015, to reach Yorktown… Philadelphia, NY….Boston and other US 
cities between June and July 2015.

She will be back to BREST in August 2015.
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BREST and the United States of America:

A long-lasting friendship

The American War of Independence

17 June 1778: 1st battle between the Belle Poule and the
HMS Arethusa off the Brest coasts.

March 1778: John Paul Jones (USS Ranger) is based in
Brest. 2nd salute to the US flag by the French fleet.

6 February 1779: Lafayette is back to Brest to request the
assistance of Louis XVI, King of France.

1781 : The Comte de Grasse’s squadron and Rochambeau’s
troops depart from Brest.
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BREST and the United States of America:
A long-lasting friendship

1802: 1st trials of the Nautilus and Fulton’s torpedoes in Brest.
1864- 1867: The first transatlantic line between Brest and New-York.
1873: The first transatlantic cables between Brest and Cape Cod.

World War I
June 1917: Landing of the first US soldiers.
More than 1 million will fight in Europe.
November 1917: Set up of a US military camp in Pontanézen.
December 1917: Arrival of the 367th US Infantry Regiment’s jazz band in Brest 
with its famous leader James Europe, also known as « Jazz Lieutenant »
1918 and 1919: President Wilson came twice to Brest for the signature of the 
peace treaty
1937: Unveiling of the monument erected in Brest by the American Battle 
Commission in recognition of the US marine troops’ support as part of the war in 
Europe.
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World War II

8 August - September 1944: Siege and liberation of Brest by the 3rd Army. The
city is almost totally demolished.

After WW II

1959: Denver, which had been a sponsor city to Brest since 1947, launches the
first US twin-city program with a European city.

1960: Unveiling of the newly rebuilt US monument, which had been destroyed
by the German army on 4 July 1941.

1973-74: Launch of the « FAMOUS » initiative (French-American Mid-Ocean
Undeseas Study) to explore the Atlantic ridge. On the French side, the agency
in charge, called CNEXO, is based in Brest.

2012: Search missions regarding John Paul Jones’ Bonhomme Richard’s wreck
are based in Brest.
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HOW DOES THIS FESTIVAL WORK?

The ships are moored along the quays in the city-center and along military 
quays in the Penfeld river.
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Navy ships are officially invited as the 
representatives of their country – as it is the 
case for the EAGLE.

For ships belonging to academies or private 
companies, we can offer a chartering price 
using our standard ship chartering 
agreement. 

Most of the ships sail in the BREST roads 
during the day chartered either by corporate 
clients or individuals.

There are also hundreds of smaller heritage 
boats coming from the coasts of Ireland, UK, 
France and Spain
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At night, parties are held onboard, followed by night parades where 
30 ships sail in the harbor with sound and light effects.

There are two great fireworks during the week
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A lot of special events and entertainment activities are organized on the quays,
with booths showcasing regions (especially Brittany) and their specialties, but
also countries of honor, with a particular highlight given to the USA in 2016.

At the end of the Festival, a big parade is organized as a 1-day cruise of 35 miles
with all ships sailing together from BREST to DOUARNENEZ, also in Finistere.

The show is truly wonderful.
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Today, 22 ships have already registered:
ABEL TASMAN, ARTEMIS, AVATAR, GALLANT, HENDRIKA BARTELDS,
HERMIONE, JR TOLKIEN, KRUZENSTERN, LOTH LORIEN, MARIE
GALANTE, MERCEDES, SEDOV, STORTEMELK, SWAENSBORGH,
THALASSA, TWISTER, ZEPHYR, ZUIDERZEE, BESSIE ELLEN, IRIS, JANTJE,
LA RECOUVRANCE, …and 20 more are to be invited.

After and before the Festival, we ask the participating ships to take
trainees onboard for 1 or several day(s), depending on the last leg, so
that they become familiar with sailing.

We may also recommend the ships to take part in other tall ships
festivals in France, and to join the SAIL TRAINING INTERNATIONAL race
in Lisbon, end of July 2016.

We think that, after the HERMIONE’s visit to the US in 2015, it would
send a strong historical message to have the HERMIONE, the EAGLE
and some other US ships sailing together to France to celebrate the
340th anniversary of US Independence in July 2016.

Thank you for your attention.
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Contacts
François Arbellot, General Manager: francois.arbellot@brest-evenements-nautiques.fr
Thierry Clerc, Legal department Manager: thierry.clerc@ifl-avocats.com
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